
 
Currently the GT Pharmacy 
is serving close to 500 clients 
within the GTPDD 7-County 
area. For more information 
about the      Pharmacy, you 
may call 662-320-2011, or 
e m a i l  a t 
pharmhit@gtpdd.com. 
 

 

It’s for everyone!!!!! 
ANYONE residing in our 7
-County service area is   
eligible for our prescription 
delivery service.  This service 
is available to any age group.  
The “closed door” pharmacy 
is set up to fill prescriptions 
and deliver them to your 
home every 28 days.      
Medication may be contained 
in cellophane strips (as seen 
below), one strip for each 
day’s dosage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To begin this 28-day       rota-
tion, a Technician will need to 
discuss with you (at your 
home) a list of your medica-
tions, doctors, other health 
professionals and  insurance 
providers. 
 
After your initial interview, 
the Technician will confer 
with your doctors and then 
will leave a week’s supply of 
medication for you in a pill-
box.  The remainder of the 
prescription will be  prepack-
aged in daily doses for deliv-
ery on the 28-day schedule.                                                
 
Co-pays are accepted in the 
form of cash, personal check, 
money order, or most credit 
cards; payment is due at the 
time of delivery. 
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$FFRUGLQJ� WR� :HEVWHU¶V� 'LF�
WLRQDU\�� ³VXFFHHG´� PHDQV� ³WR�
DFFRPSOLVK�ZKDW�LV�DWWHPSWHG��
WR� FRPH� QH[W� RU� WR� IROORZ�´��
6XFFHHGLQJ� LV� QRW� DOZD\V�
HDV\�� 7R� VRPH� LW� VHHPV� WR�
KDSSHQ� HIIRUWOHVVO\�� EXW� WR�
RWKHUV� LW� LV� D� ORQJ�� HQGXULQJ�
SURFHVV� SUHFHGHG� E\� D� IHZ�
IDLOHG�DWWHPSWV���7KH�NH\�LV�WR�
VWD\� IRFXVHG�� ZRUN� WRZDUG�
WKDW� GHVLUHG� JRDO�� ILQG� D� VXS�
SRUW� V\VWHP� WR� SXVK� IRUZDUG��
DQG�QHYHU�JLYH�XS�RQ�GUHDPV�� 
 
7KH� &RXQVHOLQJ� WR� &DUHHU�
:RUNIRUFH� 7UDLQLQJ� 3URJUDP�
VKRZV� WKDW� LQGLYLGXDOV� RIWHQ�
VXFFHHG� DW� GLIIHUHQW� UDWHV� DQG�
RQ�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV���7KH\�VXF�
FHHG� LI� WKH\� DFFRPSOLVK�ZKDW�
WKH\� DWWHPSWHG�� ,QGLYLGXDOV�
KDYH� GLIIHUHQW� GHVLUHV�� 6RPH�
ZDQW� WR� FRQWLQXH� WKHLU� HGXFD�
WLRQ��ZKLOH�VRPH�ZDQW� WR� ILQG�
JDLQIXO� HPSOR\PHQW� WR� VXS�
SRUW� WKHPVHOYHV�RU� WKHLU�IDPL�
OLHV�� � 6RPH� ZDQW� D� FRPELQD�
WLRQ� RI� WKH� WZR�� ZKLOH� VRPH�
IRFXV� RQ� D� PLOLWDU\� FDUHHU���
7KH� MRE�RI�&DUHHU�&RXQVHORUV�
LV�WR�KHOS�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�ILQG�
WKDW� SDWKZD\� WKDW�ZLOO� OHDG� WR�
D�SHUVRQDO�SDWK�WR�VXFFHHG� 
 
+HUH� DUH� VRPH� H[DPSOHV� IRU�
\RX�WR�SRQGHU� 
 
-HVVLFD� FDPH� WR� WKH� &RXQVHO�
LQJ�WR�&DUHHU�3URJUDP�DV�D����
\HDU�ROG�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWH�
IURP� RXW-RI-VWDWH� ZKR� KDG�
PRYHG�WR�WKH�DUHD�IRU�KHU�KXV�
EDQG�WR�DWWHQG�FROOHJH���:KLOH�
KH�IRFXVHG�RQ�FROOHJH�VWXGLHV��
VKH�ZDV� WU\LQJ� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH�
IDPLO\�� 6KH� KDG� IRXQG� ORFDO�
HPSOR\PHQW� DW� D� IDVW� IRRG�
UHVWDXUDQW� PDNLQJ� PLQLPXP�
ZDJH�� ZKLFK� PDGH� ILQDQFLDO�
OLIH� VWLOO� D� ELW� RI� D� VWUXJJOH���
:KHQ� 3''� VWDII� PHW� -HVVLFD�
DW� D� ORFDO� MRE� IDLU� DQG� VKDUHG�
ZLWK�KHU�DERXW�WKH�&RXQVHOLQJ�
WR� &DUHHU� 3URJUDP� VKH� ZDV�
LPPHGLDWHO\� LQWHUHVWHG���
7KURXJK� ZRUN� HWKLFV� WUDLQLQJ�
DQG�:RUN.H\V� WHVWLQJ�� LW�ZDV�
DSSDUHQW� WKDW� -HVVLFD� VKRXOG�

KDYH� D� EULJKW� IXWXUH�� � -HVVLFD�
FRPSOHWHG�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�LQWHUQ�
VKLS� DV� DQ� RIILFH� DVVLVWDQW���
8SRQ� FRPSOHWLRQ� RI� WKH� LQ�
WHUQVKLS��VKH�LQWHUYLHZHG�IRU�D�
SDUW-WLPH� SRVLWLRQ� DW� *ROGHQ�
7ULDQJOH�3ODQQLQJ�	�'HYHORS�
PHQW�'LVWULFW�LQ�6WDUNYLOOH���,Q�
WKH� SURFHVV� RI� ILQDOL]LQJ� WKH�
KLUH�� DQ� XQH[SHFWHG� IXOO-WLPH�
SRVLWLRQ�RSHQHG�DW�WKH�*ROGHQ�
7ULDQJOH� RIILFH� DQG� -HVVLFD�
ZDV� LPPHGLDWHO\� FKRVHQ� IRU�
WKDW�SRVLWLRQ��6KH�FRQWLQXHV�WR�
LPSUHVV� WKRVH� ZKR� VXSHUYLVH�
KHU� RQ� D� GDLO\� EDVLV� DV� VKH�
ZRUNV� D� IXOO-WLPH� MRE� DQG�
FRQWLQXHV� KHU� SDUW-WLPH� IDVW�
IRRG� MRE� DW� QLJKW� DQG� RQ�
ZHHNHQGV�� � $OO� RI� WKRVH� DF�
TXDLQWHG� ZLWK� -HVVLFD� SUHGLFW�
WKDW� VKH�ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR� VXF�
FHHG�LQ�WKH�\HDUV�WR�FRPH� 
 
&DUWDYLV� LV� D� \RXQJ�PDQ� WKDW�
EULQJV� D� VPLOH� WR� WKH� IDFH� RI�
WKRVH�ZKR�PHHW�KLP��&DUWDYLV�
LV�WZHQW\�\HDUV�ROG��D�JUDGXDWH�
RI� (DVW� 2NWLEEHKD� +LJK�
6FKRRO�� DQG� DV� RI� -XQH� �VW� D�
IXOO-WLPH� HPSOR\HH� IRU� WKH�
&LW\� RI� 6WDUNYLOOH�� � &DUWDYLV�
HQUROOHG� LQ�&�&�ZLWK� D� VPLOH�
RQ� KLV� IDFH� DQG� D� GHVLUH� WR�
ZRUN---D�GHVLUH�WR�VXFFHHG��KH�
GLG� QRW� KDYH� D� MRE�� � +H�
ZRUNHG� LQ� 9HURQD� IRU� WKUHH�
PRQWKV�� EXW� OLYLQJ� LQ�
6WDUNYLOOH� DQG� GULYLQJ� WR� 9H�
URQD������PLOHV�URXQG�WULS��IRU�
D�SDUW-WLPH�MRE�ZDV�QRW�SD\LQJ�
RII�� 6R�� KH� GHFLGHG� WR� VHHN�
ORFDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� � 7KDW�
SURYHG� WR� EH� KDUGHU� WKDQ� H[�
SHFWHG�� � +H� ILQLVKHG� VKHHW�
URFN� RII-DQG-RQ�� EXW�KH� FRXOG�
QRW� ILQG� JDLQIXO�� GHSHQGDEOH�
HPSOR\PHQW�� +H� OHDUQHG�
DERXW� WKH� &RXQVHOLQJ� WR� &D�
UHHU�SURJUDP�WKURXJK�D�IULHQG��
WKDW¶V� ZKHQ� KLV� SDWKZD\� WR�
VXFFHHG� VWDUWHG�� � &DUWDYLV�
SURYHG� WR� EH� D� GHSHQGDEOH��
SRVLWLYH-WKLQNLQJ�� PDWXUH��
IRFXVHG� \RXQJ� PDQ�� � +H� GH�
VLUHG� WR� ZRUN� RXWVLGH�� VR� KLV�
LQWHUQVKLS� ZDV� ZLWK� WKH� &LW\�
RI� 6WDUNYLOOH� /DQGVFDSLQJ�
'HSDUWPHQW���1RW�ORQJ�LQWR�KLV�
LQWHUQVKLS�� KLV� VXSHUYLVRU�
VKDUHG�ZKDW�D�JRRG�ZRUNHU�KH�
ZDV�� :KHQ� DVNHG� DERXW� KLV�

MRE�� &DUWDYLV� DOZD\V� KDG� D�
VPLOH�DQG�DOZD\V�VDLG��³,�ORYH�
LW�´� � � )RU� WKLUW\-QLQH� GD\V�� KH�
QHYHU�PLVVHG�D�GD\��IRU�WKLUW\-
QLQH� GD\V� KH� PRZHG� JUDVV��
RSHUDWHG� D� ZHHG-HDWHU�� DQG�
IXOILOOHG� RWKHU� ODQGVFDSLQJ�
GXWLHV�� � )RU� WKLUW\-QLQH� GD\V�
KH�SURYHG�KLPVHOI� DV� DQ�DVVHW�
WR�WKH�ZRUN�JURXS��8SRQ�FRP�
SOHWLRQ� RI� KLV� LQWHUQVKLS� KH�
ZDV� RIIHUHG� D� IXOO-WLPH� SRVL�
WLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� &LW\� RI�
6WDUNYLOOH�� � +H� QRZ� KDV� LQ�
FUHDVHG�KRXUV��LQFUHDVHG�ZDJ�
HV�� DQG� IXOO� EHQHILWV�� � <HV��
&DUWDYLV�VXFFHHGHG� 
 
7KHVH� DUH� RQO\� WZR� RI� VR�
PDQ\� VWRULHV� WKDW� FRXOG� EH�
VKDUHG�� EXW� WKH\� VHUYH� DV� D�
UHPLQGHU� RI� ZKDW� FDQ� EH� DF�
FRPSOLVKHG� ZLWK� KDUG� ZRUN��
WUDLQLQJ�� DQG� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\�
OLNH� WKH�&RXQVHOLQJ� WR�&DUHHU�
3URJUDP� 
� 
:KR� ZLOO� EH� WKH� QH[W� \RXWKV�
WR� ILQG� D� SDWK� WR� VXFFHHG"�
:KHUH� DUH� WKH\� QRZ"� +RZ�
FDQ�WKH\�FRQQHFW�WR�WKLV�YDOXD�
EOH� RSSRUWXQLW\"� 6LPSO\� FDOO�
0LW]L� /DZUHQFH� DW� ���-���-
����� H[W�� ����� DQG� JHW� WKDW�
SDWK� WR� VXFFHHG� XQGHU� FRQ�
VWUXFWLRQ�� 
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…...“succeed” 
means “to accom-
plish what is 
attempted; to 
come next or to 
follow.”  

Jessica 

Cartavis 
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE COLUMBUS SENIOR CENTER? 

Pictured to the left:  Meet the 
2017 National Senior Cham-
pionship Games (70 and over) 
Women’s Basketball Bronze 
Medal winners. Three ladies 
on this team are friends of 
the Columbus Sr. Enrichment 
Center… Shelby Stratton, 
Sherryl Dickerson, and Barba-
ra Ibarra.  Congratulations 
ladies! So proud of your 
bronze medal in the NA-
TIONALS! You are truly an 
inspiration to all of us and an 
asset to your community and 
surrounding areas.   

Pictured above from left to right: Allyson 
Jones, Betty Burnett, Laurie Chilcutt, Kay 
Box, Jo Shumake, and Fran Laws, members 
of PEO. PEO stands for Philanthropic Educa-
tional Organization and its mission is 
"Women Helping Women Reach for the 
Stars." They appeared at the Sr. Center one 
day with this brand new wheelchair and a 
First Aid Kit. They saw a need to have a 
wheelchair on hand, so they graciously ful-
filled that need!  So thankful for this group 
and what they do for this community and 
b e y o n d !  L e a r n  m o r e  a t 
www.peointernational.org.  

Busy, busy, busy!!! Knitting, Crochet, and Jewelry Making classes have fun working on projects, creating, sharing ideas, 
helping each other, talking, talking and talking!!! So many close friendships are made and shared! 

Winners of the First Double Elimination 
Hand and Foot Card Tournament!  Left to 
right: 3rd place- Barbara Ibarra and Shelby 
Stratton, 2nd place- Frances Thompson and 
Jeanette Smith, and 1st place – Janie Rhoades 
and Roma Williamson.  This was an all day 
tournament played on two separate days…
intensive and fun! 

Pictured right:  This group of people 
from North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services come to the Columbus 
Senior Enrichment Center three or 
four times a year as part of the Elder 
Law Project. They prepare and pro-
vide Simple Wills, Advance Direc-
tives, and Powers of Attorney for 
those who are 60 and over AT NO 
CHARGE!!!  Alfred Cutturini and 
Catherine (Jenny) Kilgore bring a 
team of law students and a Notary 
Public and spend the day making 
sure all documents are correct, 
signed, notarized, and delivered! For 
more on this go to www.nmrls.com . 



���2Q�0RQGD\��-XQH����WKH��QG�
$QQXDO� %DE\� %RRPHU-6HQLRU�
([SR� ZDV� KHOG� DW� WKH�
6WDUNYLOOH�6SRUWVSOH[�IURP����
D�P�� WR� �� S�P��7KH� UDLQ\� GD\�
GLG� QRW� GHWHU� D� JRRG� WXUQRXW�
IURP� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� $W�
WHQGHHV�ZHUH�OLQHG�XS�E\������
DW� WKH� IURQW� GRRU�� ZDLWLQJ� WR�
JHW�LQ��� 
���+HUPDQ� 3HWHUV�� 'LUHFWRU� RI�
6WDUNYLOOH� 3DUNV� DQG� 5HFUHD�
WLRQ�� DJDLQ� KRVWHG� WKH� IXQF�
WLRQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�
WKH�$O]KHLPHU�$VVRFLDWLRQ��DV�
ZHOO� DV� RWKHU� FRPPXQLW\�
EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�DJHQFLHV���$S�
SUR[LPDWHO\� ��� YHQGRUV� SUH�
VHQWHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH�
VHUYLFHV� DYDLODEOH� IURP� WKHLU�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� �0DQ\�YHQGRUV�
IROORZHG� WKH� +DZDLLDQ� GHFRU�
DSSURDFK� LQ� DGYHUWLVLQJ� WKHLU�
SUHVHQFH�� 
���$V� H[SODLQHG� E\� .LP�
6PLWK��([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�IRU�
WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�FKDSWHU�RI� WKH�
QDWLRQDO� $O]KHLPHU� $VVRFLD�
WLRQ�� ³«� WKH� LGHD� EHKLQG� WKH�
HYHQW�ZDV� WR�EXLOG� DZDUHQHVV�
DQG� VHUYH� HOGHUO\� SHRSOH� LQ�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�´ 
���7KH� *ROGHQ� 7ULDQJOH� 3ODQ�
QLQJ� DQG� 'HYHORSPHQW� 'LV�
WULFW—$UHD�$JHQF\�RQ�$JLQJ�
ZDV� D� VSRQVRU� DQG� YHQGRU� DW�
WKH� H[SR�� � *73''—$$$�
SURYLGHG� GDWD� RQ� LWV� VHUYLFHV��
WKDW� DUH� DYDLODEOH� WR� VHQLRU�
DGXOWV� LQ� WKH� �-FRXQW\� DUHD�
�&KRFWDZ�� &OD\�� /RZQGHV��
1R[XEHH�� 2NWLEEHKD�� :HE�
VWHU�� DQG� :LQVWRQ� FRXQWLHV����
7KH� *73''� SKDUPDF\�� WKH�
PRVW� UHFHQW�DGGLWLRQ� WR�HOGHU�
O\� VHUYLFHV�� ZDV� GHVFULEHG� WR�
DWWHQGHHV� E\� *73''� VWDII�

SKDUPDFLVW�� $QQD� /DQFDVWHU�
�SLFWXUHG� EHORZ��� (VVHQWLDOO\��
WKH�LQKRXVH�SKDUPDF\������SUR�
YLGHV� VSHFLDOW\� SDFNDJLQJ� WR�
DOORZ� WKH�FOLHQW� WR�NHHS�EHWWHU�

WUDFN�RI�PHGLFDWLRQV�����GHOLY�
HUV� SUHVFULSWLRQV� WR� WKH� FOLHQW�
LQ� RUGHU� WR� DOOHYLDWH� WKH� QHHG�
IRU� DUUDQJLQJ� WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��
DQG� ��� FDQ� FRPPXQLFDWH� LI�
QHFHVVDU\� ZLWK� SK\VLFLDQV� RQ�
EHKDOI�RI�WKH�FOLHQW��� 
���6KDURQ� 'XNH�� FRRUGLQDWRU�
IRU� WKH�6+,3��6WDWH�+HDOWK� ,Q�
VXUDQFH� 3URJUDP�� VHUYLFH�� DQ�
VZHUHG� TXHVWLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ�
0HGLFDUH��0HGLFDLG��0HGLJDS��
DQG�RWKHU� LQVXUDQFH� FRYHUDJHV�
IRU�VHQLRU�DGXOWV� 
���'HQLVH� .HOOXP�� *73''�
2XWUHDFK� &RRUGLQDWRU�� ZDV�
DYDLODEOH� WR� DQVZHU� TXHVWLRQV�
FRQFHUQLQJ� RWKHU� $$$� SUR�
JUDPV�� � +RPHPDNHU�� 3&$��

5HVSLWH��7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�� ,QIRU�
PDWLRQ� DQG� 5HIHUUDO�� /HJDO�
6HUYLFHV��+RPH-'HOLYHUHG�DQG�
&RQJUHJDWH� 0HDOV�� DQG� &DVH�
0DQDJHPHQW� 
���7KH� 6WDUNYLOOH� )LUH� 'HSDUW�

PHQW� RIIHUHG� WR� SURYLGH� IUHH�
VPRNH� GHWHFWRUV� IRU� DQ\RQH�
ZKR� QHHGHG� WKHP�� � 6)'� DOVR�
YROXQWHHUHG� WR� LQVWDOO� WKHP� LQ�
WKH�SURSHU�ORFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�KRPH���
$�UHJLVWU\�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�DQ�
\RQH�ZLVKLQJ�WR�RUGHU�RQH� 
���&LQG\�%URZQ��$O]KHLPHU�$V�
VRFLDWLRQ� VWDII� SDUWQHU�� FRRUGL�
QDWHG� %LQJR� GXULQJ� WKH� HYHQW���
:LQQHUV� UHFHLYHG� SUL]HV� GRQDW�
HG�E\�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�EXVLQHVV�
HV�IURP�WKH�FRPPXQLW\� 
���$� VSHFLDO� WKDQNV� WR� DOO� \RX�
JHQHURXV� EXVLQHVVHV� GRQDWLQJ�
GRRU�SUL]HV���$VSHQ�%D\��%RRN�
PDUW�DQG�&DIp��(DVW�0LVVLVVLSSL�
/XPEHU� &RPSDQ\�� )ORZHUV� E\�
WKH�%XQFK��/RZH¶V��6SRUWV�&HQ�
WHU�� 7UDFWRU� 6XSSO\�� DQG� :DO-
0DUW�(\H�&OLQLF� 
���*73''� SODQV� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH�
LQ� QH[W� \HDU¶V� (;32�� � ,Q� WKH�
PHDQWLPH�� IRU� IXUWKHU� LQIRU�
PDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� *73''-$$$�
VHUYLFHV��FDOO����-���-����� 
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)DUPHUV�0DUNHW�1XWULWLRQ�3URJUDP 
 
6HQLRUV�� ��� \HDUV� RI� DJH� DQG� ROGHU�� ZLWK� FHUWDLQ� LQFRPH�
TXDOLILFDWLRQV��DUH�HOLJLEOH� WR�UHFHLYH�D�RQH-WLPH�EHQHILW� LQ�
WKH�IRUP�RI�YRXFKHUV�IURP�WKH�*ROGHQ�7ULDQJOH�$UHD�$JHQ�
F\� RQ�$JLQJ� WR� VKRS�DW� DXWKRUL]HG� ORFDO� IDUPHUV�PDUNHWV���
7KH� YRXFKHUV� DUH� XVHG� WR� EX\� IUHVK� IUXLWV� DQG� YHJHWDEOHV�
JURZQ�E\�ORFDO�IDUPHUV� 
 
7KH�SXUSRVH�RI� WKH�SURMHFW� LV� WR� LQFUHDVH� WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
RI�IUHVK�IUXLWV�DQG�YHJHWDEOH�E\�VHQLRU�DGXOWV�DQG�LQFUHDVH�
WKH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�IDUPHUV�PDUNHWV���:KHQ�EX\LQJ�ORFDO�SUR�
GXFH��\RX�DUH�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�ORFDO�HFRQRP\�DQG�\RXU�ORFDO�
IDUPHU� 
 
/RFDO�DXWKRUL]HG�IDUPHUV�PDUNHWV�DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�&ROXPEXV��
6WDUNYLOOH� DQG�:HVW� 3RLQW�� � 3URJUDP� SDUWLFLSDQWV� ZLOO� EH�
DEOH� WR� UHGHHP� YRXFKHUV� DW� DQ� DXWKRUL]HG� IDUPHUV�PDUNHW�
WKURXJK�1RYHPEHU��� 
 
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SOHDVH�FDOO�%REE\�*DQQ�DW����-���-
������ H[WHQVLRQ� ������ � 9RXFKHUV� ZLOO� EH� DYDLODEOH� -XQH�
��WK� 

Many beneficiaries are reaching the “Donut Hole” or “Gap” period of Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage during this time of 
year.  This is the period where an individual has exhausted the $3,700 coverage for 2017 and now must pay 40% of the cost of brand 
name prescriptions and 51% of the cost of generic drugs.  All plans have the same “gap” in coverage and there is no supplemental plan 
to help with drug plan co-pays. 
 
If you find yourself in the coverage gap or need assistance with high drug costs, see below for some points to consider: 

Be completely honest and upfront with your primary care physician about your ability to purchase your needed medications (the 
doctor cannot help you if he/she is not aware that you need help). 

Discuss with your doctor a plan to make healthier lifestyle choices (e. g. diet and exercise). 
Discuss with your pharmacist a medication management program (be sure no meds adversely interact with others and no duplica-

tions exist). 
Explore changes in medications to lower cost (generics vs. brand). 
And, ask yourself these questions: 
Do I qualify for “Extra Help Assistance” through Social Security? 
Do I qualify for the Medicare Savings Program or any Medicaid assistance Programs? 
Can any medication on my list be purchased cheaper for cash than through my insurance program? 
Are there any Manufacturer Assistance programs for my high cost medications? 
Can my doctor provide me with samples to help with drug cost? 
 

Medicare coverage changes each year.  Any plan purchased will remain the same during the calendar year in which it was purchased.    
That plan, in the upcoming year, will normally increase in prices of the plan itself, deductible and co-pays.  This is the reason everyone 
is given the opportunity to change coverage during “open enrollment” each year.  Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity during 
that time. 
 
Open Enrollment this year starts October 15, 2017 and ends December 7, 2017. 

Where to look for assistance with prescription drug costs? 
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   The Elderly and Disabled Waiver program provides home and community-based services to individuals over the age of 21 
who, but for the provision of such services, would require the level of care provided in a nursing home facility. Beneficiaries 
of this waiver must qualify for Medicaid as Supplemental Security Income (SSI) beneficiaries or meet the income and re-
source eligibility requirements for income level up to 300% of the SSI Federal Benefit Rate, and meet medical criteria of the 
program, with a score of 50. 
   The Elderly and Disabled Waiver program is administered directly by the Home and Community Based Services Division 
(HCBS) of the Mississippi Division of Medicaid. Case Management services are provided by the Planning and Development 
Districts. The case management team is composed of a registered nurse and a licensed social worker who are responsible 
for identifying, screening and completing an assessment on individuals in need of at-home services. Upon approval of the 
HCBS, the case managers can refer qualified individuals to the following services: adult day care, home-delivered meals, per-
sonal care services, non-emergency escorted transportation, in-home respite, and extended home health visits. 
   The Golden Triangle Planning and Development District's Case Management Services are provided to all counties in the 
District,: Choctaw, Clay, Lowndes, Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Webster and Winston. 
 
   Michelle Harris is the RN Supervisor for the Medicaid Waiver Program. Current Case Management team members are:   
Choctaw     Clay    Lowndes #1  
Tina Gill, RN    Mitzi Phelps, RN   Brandy Clark, RN 
Rachel Embry, LSW   Lesa Wilson, LSW   Audie Strain, LSW  
 
Lowndes #2    Lowndes #3   Lowndes #4 
Cindy Reese, RN    Lindsey Marsh, RN  Blair Gerrish, RN 
Tennie Simpson, LSW   Angelia Sansing, LSW  Lynn Herndon, LSW 
    
Noxubee #1    Noxubee #2   Oktibbeha #1  
Jana Peterson, RN    Tammy Castle, RN  Tina McWhorter, RN 
Jessica Spears, LSW   Jennifer Bridges, LSW  Tonia Davis, LSW 
   
Oktibbeha #2    Oktibbeha #3   Oktibbeha #4 
Stacy Elkins, RN    Helen Smith, RN   Ella Pogue, RN 
Jennifer Grantham, LSW   Beverly Baker, LSW  Susie Winstead, LSW   
Webster     Winston 
Lynette Hunt, RN    Kim Mills, RN 
Lisa Woods, LSW    Lauren Smith, LSW 
 
   Anyone interested in this program, or simply needing additional information, should call the GTPDD Medicaid Waiver office at 
662-324-7860, select Option #3.  

$ERXW�WKH�0HGLFDLG�:DLYHU�3URJUDP� 

       APRIL     JUNE 
Catherine Dyson  05 Years  Lena Davis 11 Years 
Sherri Fowler  12 Years  Sharon Duke 11 Years 
Rupert L. “Rudy” Johnson 27 Years  Phyllis Flake 11 Years 
Janet Macon  15 Years  Tina Gill  06 Years 
Keisha Warren  13 Years  Minnie Lindsey 13 Years 
Wendy Mann  12 Years  Tina McWhorter 17 Years 
 MAY    Kenny Orr 15 Years 
Courtney Carr  06 Years  Debra Prishmont 08 Years 
Queenzella Gibson  12 Years  Yvonne Weaver 06 Years 
Latoya Harris  05 Years  Sheila Winters 06 Years 
Earnestine Robinson 16 Years   
Toby Sanford  13 Years  
Kishina Shirley  08 Years  
Latasha Tallie  05 Years 
Teshia Taylor  10 Years  
Clara Tippett  08 Years  
Lesa Wilson  13 Years 
  

Staff Anniversaries 
 

Staff members that have served at 
least 5 years at the GTPDD. 
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*ROGHQ�7ULDQJOH�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�'LVWULFW��,QF��FRQWLQXHV�WR�SURPRWH�HFRQRPLF�GHYHO�
RSPHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�XVH�RI�IRXU�ORZ�LQWHUHVW�UHYROYLQJ�ORDQ�SURJUDPV�GHVLJQHG�WR�VXSSOHPHQW��EXW�
QRW�UHSODFH��RWKHU�FRPPHUFLDO�ILQDQFLQJ�VRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�EDQNV� 
 
7R�GDWH��*73''�KDV� DSSURYHG� IXQGLQJ�RI���������������� WR�����EXVLQHVVHV� ORFDWHG�ZLWKLQ� LWV�
VHYHQ-FRXQW\�GLVWULFW���$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�IXQGLQJ��������QHZ�MREV�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�DQG�������H[LVWLQJ�
HPSOR\HHV�ZHUH�UHWDLQHG�E\�WKH�QHZ�RU�H[SDQGLQJ�EXVLQHVVHV� 

/RDQ�SURJUDP�IXQGLQJ�PD\�EH�SURYLGHG�LQ�DPRXQWV�UDQJLQJ�IURP��������XS�WR����������GHSHQG�
LQJ�RQ�WKH�HOLJLELOLW\�RI�D�SURMHFW���$V�RI�-XQH�����������WKH�LQWHUHVW�UDWH�RQ�*73''�ORDQ�SURJUDPV�
ZDV�DV�ORZ�DV�������IL[HG�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�WHUP�RI�WKH�ORDQ�XS�WR�D�PD[LPXP�WHUP�RI�ILIWHHQ�\HDUV� 
 
)XQGLQJ�IURP�WKHVH�SURJUDPV�PD\�EH�XVHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�ERUURZHG�IXQGV�IRU�D�SUR�
MHFW�WR�VWDUW�D�QHZ�EXVLQHVV�RU�WR�H[SDQG�DQ�H[LVWLQJ�EXVLQHVV��0RVW�RI�WKH�WLPH��*73''�ZLOO�HV�
WDEOLVK�D�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�D�FRPPHUFLDO�EDQN�WKDW�ZLOO�SURYLGH�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�ERUURZHG�IXQGV� 
 
$Q�HOLJLELOLW\� UHTXLUHPHQW� WR� UHFHLYH� IXQGLQJ� WKURXJK� WKHVH� UHYROYLQJ� ORDQ�SURJUDPV� LV� WKDW� WKH�
SURMHFW�PXVW�FUHDWH�DQG�RU�UHWDLQ�MREV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VHYHQ-FRXQW\�GLVWULFW� 
 
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FRQWDFW�6SHQFHU�%URRFNV��/RDQ�2IILFHU�DW����������-����� 

 
COUNTY 

NUMBER 
OF LOANS 

JOBS 
CREATED 

JOBS 
RETAINED 

 
AMOUNT 

CHOCTAW 08 252 016 $2,010,000.00 

CLAY 15 105 045 $996,638.50 

LOWNDES 59 451 621 $6,035,840.00 

NOXUBEE 16 132 154 $1,183,500.00 

OKTIBBEHA 40 629 184 $4,078,563.75 

WEBSTER 09 054 256 $1,099,950.00 

WINSTON 19 233 043 $1.634,841.60 

TOTALS 166 1856 1319 $17,039,333.85 

Business Loan Programs 
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It’s not what happens or 
challenges you—it’s your 
thoughts or attitude that 
brings the outcome. 
     Steve Rizzo 

EPA Awards Golden Triangle Planning and Development District, Inc.  

$600,000 Brownfields Grant 

 
   The Golden Triangle Planning and Development District, Inc. (GTPDD) was one of eight Mis-
sissippi recipients, out of 172 nationwide, selected for grant funding for community-wide U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) brownfields assessment activities and cleanup planning 
in FY 2017.  PM Environmental, Inc., a national environmental & engineering consulting firm, as-
sisted GTPDD in the Brownfields assessment grant plan preparation. 
   GTPDD, by connecting with the Cities of Starkville and West Point, was awarded a $600,000 
Brownfields assessment coalition grant, $400,000 for hazardous substances and $200,000 for 
petroleum, which will focus on four census tracts, or neighborhoods generally encompassing a 
population between 2,500 to 8,000 people, within Choctaw, Clay, Noxubee and Oktibbeha 
Counties.  The $400,000 community-wide hazardous substances grant funds will be used to con-
duct 15 Phase I and 12 Phase II environmental site assessments.  The $200,000 community-wide 
petroleum grant funds will be used to conduct seven Phase I and six Phase II environmental site 
assessments.  According to the Brownfields 2017 Grant Fact Sheet, funds from both grants will 
also be used to expand a brownfields inventory, conduct cleanup planning, and support communi-
ty involvement activities. 
   Potential priority sites include the Belwood Plant in Choctaw County, which was a former 
manufacturing facility that has been underutilized for 20 years; the Artex Building in Clay County, 
a former textile manufacturer of linens that has been vacant since 2003; the Boral Brick Plant in 
Noxubee County, which is a former brick manufacturing property that has been vacant for seven 
years; and the former Coca-Cola Bottling Plant in Oktibbeha County which has been vacant since 
the 1990s. In addition to the four priority sites, there are approximately 21 other Brownfields 
sites located throughout the area that will be considered.  
   “Golden Triangle Planning and Development District is excited to have been awarded an EPA 
Brownfields Assessment grant.  By partnering with local communities to form the Golden Trian-
gle Brownfields Coalition, we will be able to focus on sites that have the most likely environmen-
tal concerns, and will ultimately have the greatest positive environmental, human health and sus-
tainable economic impact.  We look forward to the opportunity to work with EPA on this 
unique endeavor,” said Executive Director Rudy Johnson.  
   GTPDD is a non-profit corporation that works towards the civic improvement and economic 
development in the Appalachian counties of Choctaw, Clay, Lowndes, Noxubee, Oktibbeha, 
Webster, and Winston.  The PDD provides services and data to its member governments and 
their economic development partners and also connects participating agencies and offices to Fed-
eral and State resources. 


