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From the Director. . .

A citizen of the United States and a True American
not necessarily one and the same. The men
women serving our country in the Mideast are Tr
Americans.

With one ofmy family membes in Iraq, it has made
me poignantly aware of the anxiety and stress fami
experience when a loved one has been deployed.
Relatives of troop members shared with me th
thoughts and feelings:

--It was so difficult saying goetlye each time | saw

him. It was always in the back of my mind that thj

might be the last time. (Expressed by most.)
--Remaining positive and taking one day at a time v
a goal my family set early on.

--Cell phones, Webcam, andriail are wonderful! |
cannot imagine howeasolate and frightened mothei
felt during past wars when news took so long to
communicated.

-l |l earned the meaning
put reminders around the house to encourage
remind me.

--My family developed more patience, appreociat
and supportiveness.

--The family grew from this experience, individuall
and collectively.

--It took this experience to realize the sacrifices the
service man or woman makes and to see that the d:
to serve and protect our nation is a uniqufe fgom
God.

--At least the family at home has each other; ¢
volunteer, separated from home, family, frieddbe
known, going into the unknown with all its fears ar
anxieties.

(Continued on page 1)
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Agt
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SE4A

Eight staff members of the Area Agency on Agi
participated in the Southeastern Association of Area
Agenci es o ftraifiggi coantererce H2l8

in Biloxi on October 2629, 2008.

Thegrowing aging population is often referred to as
the Age Wave and the Senior Surge. Never has it
been more ctical than nowfor anaging network to

be well informed andwell trained in orderd be the
very best advocates for clients.

The conference offered atkshops and general
sessionsproviding current information affecting
policy and future directions of agjrservices. Best
practices and success stories were shared by
attendees The training received helped strengthen
knowledge, leadership capabilities and ability to
help seniors have a better quality of life.

RESPITE NEWS

The Area Agency on Aging has bedesignated as
an inhome respite provider by the Mississippi
Division of Medicaid. All recipients must be
enrolled in the Elderly and Disabled Waiver
Program. Irhome respite services are provided to
individuals unable to care for themselvas;is
furnished on a shoterm basis because of the
absence or need for relief of those persons normally
providing care. The services are provided in the
home of the client. The client must be homebound
due to physical or mental impairments, require 24
hour assitance of the caregiver, and unable to be
left unattended for any period of time. The service
provides relief to the caregiver to hopefully prevent
or delay premature institutionalization of the client.

Cluld Care. .

Featuring. . . .
Sal 6s Chil dcareaterand L e
Sal 6s Childcare & Lear

in 1999 with only five children.Almost ten years
later, our doors are still open. We currently sel
30 children, while continuing to strive to provid
the love and care that evechild deserve. Our
facility is located at 538 Alabama Street
Columbus, Mississippi.

Our mission is to provide an exciting ar
challenging program that emphasizes educatior
well as recreation. We strive to provide a lovit
and caring environment at an affortialate that
will enable us to supply the highest quality ¢
service for our children and parents.

We have an opedoor policy and we encourag
communication between parents and staff. C
childcare director is accessible and our staff is fu
trained ad always willing to learn new things t:
enhance their skills to care for our children.

Our goal is to help each child develop group skil
selfexpression and creativity, interaction, thinkir
skills and set a foundation for a positive educatiol
and ecreational experience while in our care. V
believe that ATrain up
go and when he isld he will not depart from .id
Proverbs 22:6.

Happy New Year
to All!!

Submitted by Sallie
Stevensoas,
Childcare and
Learning Cater.
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Loans. . .

A NEW RESTAURANT OPENS IN COLUMBUS

The Taste o ontral Mexico

1207 Hwy. 45 North

Suite 10
Columbus, Ms. 39701
(NextdoortoSpi | Il er Furniture, behind Chil

(662) 327-3396

BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday-Wednesday 11:00 am--9:30 pm
Thursday 11:00 am--10:00 pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00 am--10:30 pm
Sunday 11:00 am--9:00 pm

Owners: Felipe and Olivia Hernandez

TOTAL LOAN PROGRAM FUNDING FOR LOWNDES COUNTY

NUMBER OF JOBS CREATED JOBS RETAINED TOTAL OF LOANS
LOANS
48 363 620 $ 4,813,940.00

For nformation regarding loans for your business, please contact Jimmy Cole, Loan OfficeBata&50
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Womer..
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The Eldery and Disabled Medicaid Waiver Case Managers enjoy the Christmas season because
opportunity to give additional food items and gifts to clients served in this program. Many persons v
served do not have family or friends to share in givinthist special time of
year.

The Case Managers say thaasng the true meaning of Christmas with clie
is an honor and privilege for them.

The GTPDD serves 1100 elderly and disabled clients. Case managers
registered nurses and licensed abwiorkers evaluate, monitor and coording
the services that are provided through the Division of Medicaid to a

Medicaid Waiver Staff

CHOCTAW COUNTY NOXUBEE COUNTY #1
Jennifer Hopkins, RN Helen Smith, RN
Rachel Embry, LSW Beverly Baker, LSW
CLAY caury NOXUBEE COUNTY #:Z
Mitzi Phelps, RN Tammy Castle, RN

Stephanie Can riplett, LSW

Annual Food Drive

BEHA COUNTY . The F;olden Triangle PDD joinadth GT Bingo to
riffin, RN provide others a Merry Christmas. GT Bin
erndon, LSW patrons donated nofperishable food items whict

LOWNDES CO
Libby Wansley,
Janice Miller, L

were delivered by GT Medicaid Waiver teams
LOWNDES CO BEHA COUNTY clients within the severwounty area. Thank you
Carmen Ellis, R tte Dowd, RN GT Bingo patrons, fahe donations for the needy.
Lesa Wilson, L Grantham, LSW Picturedare GT staff sorting items for distribution.

LOWNDES COUNTY #3 WEBSTER COUNTY
Michelle Harris, RN Jean Jolly, RN
Angelia Sansing, LSW Chris Bingham, LSW

WINSTON COUNTY
Kim Mills, RN
Lauren Smith. LSW
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P hﬂ”lﬂg " “Starkville Project Nears Completion

Sixty-six households of the Rockhill community, within the City of Starkville, will soon have a new sar
sewer disposal system #e construction is nearing completio Housing within the project area consists
singlefamily residencesprimarily mobile homes and small wood frame houses. Prior to this project, the
means of sewage treatment and disposal was onsite septiatahksnsequerdrainagefields. This type of
system, due to the areads soil permeabil ity
marginally treated sanitary wastewater into surface drainage features. This means of disposal f
unsanitary and environmentallyufise condi ti ons for the areabs re
diminishing quality of life. Utilizing a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Appalachian Regi
Commission (ARC) grant funds and a loan from the Mississippi Departrh&myvironmental Quality, the City
of Starkville has been able to install a sewer system within an area not currently being served. Comp
this project will enable the City to begin preparation for the FY2009 CDBG application cycle.

Eupora Sewer Improvements
HOUSING DIPARTMENT in Full Swing

The City of West Point received a 2007 Homebuyer
Assistance grant from the Mississippi Development The City of Euporareceived a
Authority HOME program. At present, five grant of $375,000 for sewer
homebuyers in West Point have been awarded down system improvements from th
T » payment assistance and a Community Development Block Grant Prograr
sixth application has been administered by the Mississippi Developme
sent to the State for Authority. Additionally, Rural Development
approval. The City (USDA) provided a loan of $476,000 to the City fi
anticipates assisting other  these improvements These changesconsist of
homebuyers during the replacing one sewage lift station, refurbishing tv
coming year through this (2) lift stations and rehabilitating approximate

The contractor, Delta Constructors, is shown
Webster County has completed the fifth and final Gifford Street as work isprogressing during
house undeits 2005 Homeowner Rehabilitation December 2008.
grant. Ms. Mary Lee Gates was the finatipient
of a new house under this program.

Lowndes County and the Town of Maben have
recently closed out their 2005 Homeowner
Rehabilitation grants and will be eligible to apply
for funds under the 2009 program.

grant. 10,000 L.F. of sewer main within the city limitg].
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Planning con't. . .

Noxubee County CDBG Emergency

Sewer System Grant

Noxubee Countywas

the recipient of an
Emergency Community
Development Block
Grant in the amount of
$75,000 to assist the
Piney Woods Sewer
System replace a failintift station on the system.
Picturedis the site as the work reviewedfor final
acceptance. Approximately 75 lewoderate
income residences on the Piney Woods Water
System in Noxubee County are served by this sewer
service. These CDBG funds are adnterised by the
State of Mississippi through the Mississippi
Development Authority.

Wid
(Workforce Tnvestment At ...

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

A new year has arrived!
Christmas decorations and sent visiting family and
friends
resolutions to exercise more, eat healthier, and lose
those few extra pounds.

your daily routine. Now what?

Why not follow the lead of your local WIA
Employability Skills students and make a difference
in your community? For the past two months the
WIA seniors pictured have been giving their time
and energy to projects in their respective
neighborhoods. Not only did the communities
benefit from these volunteer efforts, the students
were able to personallexperience the joy of
helping others.

back alleme!ouY o IN@ w .

The GTPDD takes pride in reporting the:

charitable efforts (and results!) of the WIA studen
Choctaw ,
Ackerman High £

students assisted the Main
Street Project by raising{€;
over $400 to purchase &
live Christmas e (which
was planted at the walking
track) and lighting for the trees on the Main Stre
median. The students also volunteered time
refurbish the flower beds on Main Street and
decorate the town Christmas tree.

Weir High WI A st Clihegn
f or t h efund raisingaactiyitp which earnec
$1000 for the purchase 4 ]

v

of books for the school
library.

Clay

West Point High students raised $205 for the C
County Red Cross.
The funds will be used

for the Red Cross
office.
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Lowndes

West Lowndes students donatems for fruit
baskets andlelivered them to the caregivers at the
Arrington Retirement Home at Plantation Point.

Webster

Eupora and East
Webster WIA
students
responded to
advertised need
and collected
canned food
items for the
Salvation Army

Oktibbeha
Starkville High students collected and delivered
clothing andtoys to Palmer Home After spending

time with the childrenf
reading, coloring andi&E
playing games, some of

the students requesteCifa
future visits to the home.

Winston
Winston Louisville ‘ ~e

-

Vocational Cente WIA
students participated in

Noxubee Red Ribbon Week
Noxubee High School students luoteered a activities at the
minimum of ten hour$o Vocational Center.
various afterschool Their work culminated
progams, mentoring in the production of a
students in grades K8. play , AFat al

which raised funds for
various departments at
the school.

Editorial comment: We, too, can make a difference in ou
communities, by sharing our time, experience, ideas and expertise|!







